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Dear UCSDers Abroad,       December 2008 

 
 Halloween and Thanksgiving have passed and finals are even over.  It's hard to believe that, at this time last year, you 
either had just finished your interview, were madly scrambling to write your essay and find someone to recommend you, or were 
spending hours on the internet trying to decide just what kind of a program you wanted.  As the holidays grow near, we know you 
are anxious for news from home, so here are some "Season's Greetings" from your PAO family. 
 
Hopefully, all of you are settled and have adjusted to your new environment. So far this year, the programs seem to be going 
smoothly. We love hearing from you. When your emails, letters or post cards are not of a confidential nature, we do share them 
with prospective applicants who really appreciate any kind of helpful hints and info pertaining to study, living conditions, etc. We 
want to remind those of you who received scholarships for study abroad to write or email us at least once from your host country. 
Please remember that your letter may be forwarded to the UCSD Guardian or the Friends of the International Center for 
publication. 
 
PAO UPDATES: 
 
UC San Diego Global Seminars: For summer 2009, we will offer ten study abroad programs in the following countries: France, 
Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, Spain, and Turkey. These are five-week-long study abroad experiences led by a UCSD professor 
during either summer session I or II. Students will enroll in two courses for a total of eight UCSD units. Class 
sizes will be between 15-30 students, so there will be excellent opportunities for interaction with some of the best faculty at 
UCSD. For more information, go to our newly revised web site and be sure to tell your friends: 
http://pao.ucsd.edu/pao/GSHome.html 
 
Our new Student Assistants (SA’s) are: Grace Castillo (EAP-Ghana, OAP-France), Rachel Davey (EAP-UK/Leeds). Sandra 
Gutierrez (OAO-Chile), Nicola Hil (EAP-France/Lyon), Hatty Jane Lee (EAP- Korea and Japan), Mary Morris (EAP-
Spain/Granada), Naomi Ogilvie (EAP-Germany), Danial Radthorne (OAP-Ireland), Elizabth Reynders (OAP-Denmark), Claire 
Tindula (EAP-UK/Sussex), Jonathan Calkins (EAP-China and OAP-Singapore), Maria Almendral (Global Seminars-Netherlands), 
Samantha Lee (Global Seminars-Netherlands).  As you can see many of them did multiple programs.  YOU CAN TOO! 
 
Reminder - MyPAO (http://paoforms.ucsd.edu/jspdb/myintro.jsp) is our online portal that allows students to update their personal 
information in our database.  You can see your program information.  Each program record also has a floating Google Maps 
window for the region of your program.  MyPAO is password protected. MyPAO also allows students to upload podcasts and 
pictures with the option of sharing this with other students currently abroad and potential study abroad students. 
 
 
EAP UPDATES: 
Prof Max Parra (Literature) is the new EAP Study Center Director in Mexico, where we have four wonderful options . 
Prof Michael Parrish  (History) continues to be the EAP Study Center Director in Edinburgh. 
 
We finally finished selection for EAP Japan Year, Costa Rica Tropical Biology, and Germany Spring programs,. As usual, we 
have returnees applying for their "second" EAP or OAP experience.  Our office is constantly visited by returnees, still stinging 
from the "International Bug Bite," who want to "do it again."  As you might be experiencing some homesick blues at the holiday 
season, we can tell you that there are many returnees here dying to trade places with you. 
  



Orientations have just concluded for those leaving mid-year for programs "Down Under," in the land of the Kiwis, Europe, Africa, 
Asia and Latin America.  As we send them off, we are planning a "welcome home" for those EAPers and OAPers returning in 
January. 
 
 
UCSD UPDATE:  Wait until you see the new expanded Price Center!! 
 

One important reminder to ALL of you participating in academic programs: Please remember to keep all documentation 
of your coursework (reading lists, papers, exams, etc.) done abroad. Also, be sure to transport it home by some safe means.  This 
documentation of your work could be vital when you request credit in your major, minor, etc. upon your return.  In the meantime, 
if you have any questions concerning the transferability of your work, don't hesitate to contact us and/or the people who signed 
your academic planning form. Remember, any questions regarding UCSD requirements should be directed to the appropriate 
person at UCSD.  
 

For EAP - PLEASE check and recheck your study lists. You have no idea how many of you return only to discover 
that you have a grade when you wanted a "P" or found the course with incorrect units, dept. or title, or found a course missing and 
even sometimes a course listed that you had never heard of, much less taken.  In most cases students had signed something without 
even reading it.  Don't forget that the EAP Study Center Staff is there to help you — feel free to go to them if you have a problem, 
personal or academic. 
 
 For OAP, be sure that your program sponsor or host institution abroad sends an official transcript or record of 
your work to the following address: Admissions Processing, UCSD Admissions 0021-A, 9500 Gilman Dr., La Jolla, CA 
92093-0021 at the end of your program of study.  Be sure you are clear on UCSD's requirements concerning academic records, and 
that you convey this information to the people who will be generating the records.  If in doubt, please check with the UCSD 
Admissions Office staff member who signed your planning form or with your OAP Advisor. 
 
 Financial Aid: The Department of Education will send an email regarding the FAFSA renewal to all of you who filed 
your FAFSA online last year.  UCSD will also send a reminder email to all of you on financial aid. If you have questions, you can 
contact Julia Ta  Financial Aid Office, UCSD, 9500 Gilman Dr., La Jolla, CA 92093-0013 or email taj@ucsd.edu. You may also 
try downloading the FAFSA from the World Wide Web at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/. You can fill out the form online. 
 
 
 If you plan to return to UCSD Spring Quarter (mostly for OAPers), please take note of the following information: Web-
Reg will begin February 11th.   You can view the schedule at http://tritonlink.ucsd.edu/. If you don’t have Internet access we 
recommend that you ask a friend to Web-Reg on your behalf.  The final day to enroll in classes and pay fees without a late fee is 
March 19th.  Classes begin March 30th. 
 
 Most of you will probably be off on a wonderful exotic break when this arrives...skiing down the snowy slopes of the 
Alps or heading to the sunny beaches of Greece or the Pacific.  Wherever you go, we know it will be another wonderful and 
exciting adventure and don’t forget to take your journal. 
 
Take care, have a great year and Happy Holidays.  
 
Your PAO Staff, 
 
 
 
Molly Ann McCarren  Tonia Luo                  Maribeth Binnie  Erlich                 Kim Burton                    Rachel Rigoli 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen McLaren-Hawking  Christine Trinidad                        Marisa Alioto 
                                                                            
 
 


