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The Department of Philosophy supports its majors and minors who are interested in studying abroad. You will fi nd programs 
worldwide that will complement your study of philosophy at UC San Diego. Through the University of California’s Education 
Abroad Program (EAP), UC San Diego’s Opportunities Abroad Program (OAP), or UCSD’s Global Seminars (GS), you will fi nd 
hundreds of programs of varying lengths and levels of language immersion, one of which is sure to suit your individual needs.

“Studying abroad can be an amazing experience. Studying philosophy in other countries is in some sense unique, because the 
way that people approach philosophy can vary from country to country. Experiencing philosophy done in different ways can be 
both interesting and illuminating, but it also comes with its own challenges. In order to help interested students make the most of 
their experience abroad, we are happy to help students in the planning process -- from selecting destinations to putting together a 
course of study to passing on impressions and suggestion from returning students.” 
- Professor Dana Nelkin, Philosophy Department, UCSD 

Why study abroad?

Regardless of your future career choice, studying abroad will help you 
develop skills that are critical to a liberal arts education.  Studying 
abroad will allow you the opportunity to train your critical eye, so 
necessary in the fi eld of Visual Arts, in a way that would not be possible 
by studying at a single institution.

Consider your value to an employer or a graduate program if you’ve:
•       Participated in a different educational system and gained a 
         new cultural perspective
•       Increased your profi ciency in another language 
•       Improved your critical thinking skills
•       Expanded your worldview by experiencing another culture 
        fi rsthand
•       Developed self-confi dence and independence
•       Prepared for a career in an internationally competitive world

What are my First Steps?

Attend a First Steps session. Sign up at: http://pao.ucsd.edu
Visit http://pao.ucsd.edu/ to fi nd out more! 
Start your research in the Programs Abroad Library
Meet with a Programs Abroad advisor
Complete your Academic Planning Form
Schedule a visit with the advisor in Philosophy (dnelkin@ucsd.
edu) or call (858) 822-0472
Visit your college advising offi ce

When should I study abroad?

While it is possible for Philosophy students to go abroad at almost any 
point in their academic careers, the particular quarter, semester, summer 
or year that you study abroad depends on your individual progress in 
your major and what courses you plan to take while abroad. 

Students are advised to take one to three upper division courses at 
UCSD before they leave.  See Requirements section below for more 
information.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

EAP students at the University of Sussex, England
What classes should I take?
The key to success is planning and pre-approval!  Students considering studying abroad should discuss their 
plans with Dana Nelkin, Philosophy’s undergraduate advisor, before going abroad. Be sure to take your 

completed Academic Planning Form with you to your meeting.  Students should note that:

 •  All classes abroad should be taken for a letter grade. 
 •  All documentation of coursework (syllabi, reading lists,exams,papers)    
should be brought back for review if you are going to petition a course 
for credit. If documents are in a foreign language, you may need to have 
them translated into English for review. 
 •  Classes in Comparative Religions are generally not approved for 
credit in the major or minor.
 •  Philosophy’s undergraduate advisor will guide students in selecting 
courses that would most likely be approved for major and minor 
requirements; however, credit will not be given until classes are 
petitioned and approved by the department faculty advisor upon the 
student’s return.
 • EAP students automatically earn UC credit for the work they 
complete abroad. However, application of credit to major requirements 
is subject to the discretion of the department. The EAP Course 

Catalog (https://myeap.eap.ucop.edu/Galileo/Service/CourseCatalog/
CourseCatalog.aspx) lets you search courses taken by UC students over 
the last 5 years. OAP students earn transfer credit for the work they 
complete abroad, and application of credit to major requirements is also 
subject to the discretion of the department.



What will it cost?

Study on EAP/OAP/GS can be comparable to the cost of study at UC. 
In some cases, it is less. EAP participants pay UC fees and continue to 
receive UC fi nancial aid while abroad. Furthermore, EAP students are 
eligible for special grants and scholarships from UC, the host country, 
and other sources.
OAP students may retain all or some of their funding while abroad, 
including special study abroad scholarships, but because of the variety 
of the programs found through OAP, costs for individual programs can 
vary greatly.
Check here for specifi c information about scholarships and fi nancial aid: 
http://pao.ucsd.edu/pao/funding.htm

Where should I study abroad?

You will fi nd coursework relevant to your major in Philosophy at many 
EAP study centers. Course Catalog (https://myeap.eap.ucop.edu/Gali-
leo/Service/CourseCatalog/CourseCatalog.aspx) can help you fi nd 
programs that meet your needs.
UC San Diego Global Seminars

Another easy way ro go abroad is by taking a Global Seminar
(http://globalseminar.ucsd.edu) for fi ve weeks during the summer. For 
each GS, a UCSD professor teaches two courses in a city of their choice 
that allows them to encorporate excursions into their curriculum. The 
units will transfer automatically to your transcript as if you took the 
courses on campus. Check the GS webpage for info about the 11 pro-
grams offered in summer 2010.

If you can’t fi nd a program, university or country that suits your needs 
through EAP or GS, try OAP! Two sites that will help you in your 
search are http://www.goabroad.com/ and http://www.studyabroad.com/.
Here are just a few of the universities where Philosophy majors and 
minors have studied:
Oxford University, United Kingdom:

Oxford University allows each student to study an almost limitless vari-
ety of topics with the philosophy department. Instead of the traditional 
lecture system, Oxford uses the tutorial system, where students meet 
one-on-one with a member of the faculty, on a weekly basis. Students 
have access to the university’s extensive library system as well as the 
city’s vibrant student life. 
City University, Athens, Greece:

Study Introduction to philosophy, critical thinking, and ethics: theory 
and practice, all while living in the heart of Athens! Students also have 
the option of of getting acquainted with Athens the fi rst three weeks of 
their stay with a comprehensive orentation program that includes excur-
sions and a course on contemporary Greek culture. 
University College Utrecht, Netherlands

 Students will live in a small, residential college town setting, and will 
be given the opportunity to actively participate with other international 
and Dutch students in the learning process. Oreintation will include a 2 
week Dutch language and culture course, and students can explore the 
scenic river, museums, music venues, and bookshops throughout their 
stay. 

“My junior year abroad fundamentally changed how I looked at 
myself and the world around me. I learned how to explore in a 
place that was not my home, I learned more about how to make 
friends and engage with those who were not of my same circle, I 
learned what it means to be part of the minority, I began to learn 
how the rest of the world perceives the USA, and how I too want 
to look at the USA -and the world - from a more global perspec-
tive.  I strongly believe that all Americans should study abroad.”

What happens when I return?

Students must bring all coursework material from their abroad program 
to the Philosophy advisor with a general petition for each course. The 
faculty advisor of the program will review the petitions and make fi nal 
approval on coursework - if courses are approved the information will 
be transferred to the appropriate colleges.

Requirements

The Department of Philosophy allows a maximum of fi ve courses taken 
outside of UCSD to count towards major requirements.  It is strongly 
recommended that you complete PHIL 10 and 120 before studying 
abroad.
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